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(Note: In 2005/6 our Society recorded 18 442 graves in the Primrose cemeteryand sent the 

data to be included in the National Cemetery Project). 

The wealth and history of a community can be read in its cemeteries. And this is especially 

true in the Primrose Cemetery where over 100 years of Germiston’s history lies buried. 

The Germiston City News (GCN) took a trip down history lane on Wednesday when we 

visited the cemetery with Primrose stalwart Colin Hawley of Hawley Marble and Granite 

Works, based in Primrose. He told us stories of how the police sharpshooters hid behind the 

tombstones in one incident, in years gone by, and shot and killed an escaped prisoner who 

had taken people hostage. Most of Germiston’s prominent families could be found buried in 

the cemetery. “When it was established, the Primrose Cemetery was the only cemetery that 

served Germiston,” said Hawley. “Every single grave has its own story to tell.” 

We started near the office of the cemetery in Block 1 A and B, where, as Hawley puts it, all 

the ‘main manne’ of the city were buried – mayors and members of parliament. We saw the 

graves of the Boneschans family and in particular that of Jan Hendrik Boneschans. The family 

owned a garage in Primrose and Jan Hendrik was a mayor of Germiston, as well as a member 

of parliament. 

Another interesting grave was that of A.G. (Max) de Witt. He was a mayor of Germiston, 

member of Parliament and had a street named after him. 

The cemetery also boasts war memorials to those who fell in battle.  

In the Jewish section, many captains of industry are buried. We saw the grave of Harry 

Sneech who died at the age of 94 after becoming a top businessman in Edenvale. 

Also that of the Barris family who owned a well-known clothing outlet Barris Brothers in the 

city, and that of the Maloon family, who ran Maloon’s Hardware. 

Hawley said that in times gone by, people were also buried in different sections within the 

cemetery. “English, Afrikaans, Native and Indian sections were created and it was a huge 

problem if you were buried in the wrong section. Today most of those sections have been 

done away with.” 

Tombstones in a cemetery can also tell a story about the age of a grave – before you look at 

the inscription. In the earlier days, all rustic memorials made out of granite were popular, 

then it moved to the sawn finish tombstone, and now most memorial stones are made from 

polished granite. In the past marble was also popular but it does not age well and becomes 

discoloured and brittle. 

Hawley told the GCN that granite will last forever and would serve as a reminder of the 

history of our city and nation for generations to come. 


