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For some unknown reason, we seem to be fascinated with cemeteries. Being part of the 

Society’s cemetery recording team, this fascination has grown even more. 

Research into the Engelbrecht family has shown that our forefathers were buried in the 

Heilbron district in the Orange Free State. In actual fact, their resting place is in the grounds 

of the Groenpunt Correctional Services Facility. 

On the 2
nd

 of January 2012, the threesome Engelbrechts –Babs, Louise and I- set off to find 

our ancestors. In between the potholes and wrong turnings due to missing signposts, we 

eventually found Groenpunt. Entry is by going through the gates of the Correctional 

Services. We did, however, first have to make an appointment in order to visit the cemetery. 

There are three different cemeteries on the property. Not actual cemeteries, just a few 

graves grouped together. The first graves we found were really very neglected, but it almost 

seems a if they could be labourers’ graves. 

The second group of graves amounted to about 

6 graves, mostly with the surname Hofmeyer. 

We are not sure how they fit into the family. 

Eventually we found our ancestors, probably 

about 30 graves. We recorded all the details, 

although some of the headstones had fallen over 

and it was very difficult to get all the information 

required. The area was really overgrown and we 

had to remove weeds as we went along, not the 

mention all the holes.I must say, I was afraid that 

some might house snakes. 

To crown it all, my husband Babs tripped over a fallen headstone and received quite a nasty 

gash on the leg. After that experience, we decided to put a First Aid kit in the car, as a 

precautionary measure when travelling to remote places. 

After recording the graves, we came to the conclusion that this was in actual fact the 

Engelbrecht family burial site. Not all were Engelbrechts, but we married into other families. 

There is a headstone with stamvader and stammoeder and the death date 1890. The 

Engelbrecht progenitor arrived in 1733 from Germany. 

We have concluded that this must have been the Engelbrecht farm ‘Elandsfontein’, passed 

down from one generation to the next, and eventually sold to Groenpunt Correctional 

Services. This we still have to establish, as we cannot assume that this is the case. 

Indeed, a very fruitful outing. 


